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LETTER OP TRANSMTTTAL

MARCH 24, 1930. 
Hon. REED SMOOT,

Chairman Committee on Finance,
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. 0.

Mr DEAR SENATOR SMOOT: There are transmitted herewith tables prepared by the United Stated Tariff Com 
mission which show, by items, so far as import statistics are available, by paragraphs, and by schedules, a comparison 
of the rates of duty under the tariff act of 1913, of 1922, of the bill H. R. 2667 as passed by the House of Represent 
atives, as reported to the Senate by the Committee on Finance, and as passed by the Senate.

These tables are similar to those published as Senate Document No. 30. They differ in some details, however, 
not only because of the additional columns showing the action of the Senate but also because of the correction of 
minor errors in the previous document, and because of the changes required in all the tabulations when transfers 
were made by the Senate between the free and dutiable lists. There is also shown in this tabulation, but not shown 
in Senate Document No. 30, weighted averages of equivalent ad valorem rates of duty for all the dutiable schedules 
under the various acts or drafts of the pending bill.

The first table shows a summary, by schedules, and the remaining tables show in detail, and by paragraphs, 
numbered according to H. R. 2667 as passed by the House of Representatives, the rates in Schedules 1 to 15. The 
imports for the calendar year 1928 were used as the basis for the calculations contained in the accompanying tables, 
and include all imports during that year which wore dutiable, or proposed to be dutiable, under any one of the acts 
or drafts of the bill mentioned above. The computed duties shown in the table were calculated by applying to the 
1928 imports the several rates of duty under the tariff act of 1913, the act of 1922, the bill H. R. 2667 as passed by 
the House, the bill as reported to the Senate by the Finance Committee, and the bill as passed by the Senate. Trans 
fers from and to the free list have been taken into consideration in this tabulation, and for this reason the averages 
of imports and of the ad valorem duties for each schedule as a whole, and for those paragraphs in which such transfers 
have been made,' will not agree with published statistics of imports in 1928 under the present law.

At the end of some of the schedules statistics are shown for certain paragraphs for which comparisons could not 
be made because of the differences in classification among the various acts and drafts of the bill under consideration.

In presenting this tabulation, attention is called to the fact that in applying the rates of duty in the act of 1913 
to the imports of 1928, as requested by Members of the Senate, the comparison of rates may not be as exact as the 
comparison for the act of 1922 and the pending bill, because of the changes which have occurred in the price levels 
since the enactment of the tariff act of 1913 and the changes in the volume of international trade for certain commod 
ities in recent years as compared with pre-war years. The classifications of imports under the tariff act of 1913 
were also quite different from those under the present act or the pending bill. The changes in price levels in the 
various schedules since 1913 are especially important in the case of specific rates of duty. The Bureau of Labor 
general price index is approximately 150 per cent of the 1913 base. Therefore, a specific duty of 10 cents per unit in 
1913 would be relatively the same on the average as a 16-cent specific duty at the present time. Because of the above 
circumstances, special care should be exercised in comparing duties under the tariff act of 1913 with the act of 1922, or 
with the ponding bill, either by paragraphs or by schedules, when the values for 1928 are not adjusted for changes in 
price levels.

Sincerely yours,
E. B. BROBSARD, Chairman.

NOTE.—Since the submission of the original tabulation referred to in the above letter there have beeu inserted, 
in the tabulation, in accordance with an agreement on the floor of the Senate, additional columns showing com 
puted duties, rates of duty, and equivalent ad valorem rates for the bill as amended in the Senate Committee of 
the Whole.
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APPENDIX 1
REDUCTION IN RATES OP DUTY BY THE SENATE COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE AS COMPARED WITH 

H. R. 2667 AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES

The table, which follows is a summary of a tabulation prepared at the request of Senator Pat Harrison, showing 
reductions in rates of duty by the Senate Committee of the Whole as compared with H. R. 2667, as passed by the 
House of Representatives.

Attention is called to the fact that thio summary, by schedules, does not cover all products in the ponding tar 
iff bill, but includes only those items on which the Committee of the Whole made reductions in the duties. It docs 
not cover those items on which the Senate, in Committee of the Whole, made no changes in duties, nor those on which 
the duties were increased. If this important limitation of the scope of the summary is not borne in mind, misunder 
standing may arise in comparing the ad valorem equivalent duties.

As shown in the totals given in this table, for example, the equivalent ad valorem rate as passed by the House 
of Representatives for all schedules is 61.69, whereas the ad valorem equivalent as amended by the Senate Committee 
of the Whole is 36.10. These percentages are of course not for the bill as a whole, but only for the items in the 
various schedules in which the Senate Committee of the Whole made reductions from the rates in the House bill. 
Similar misunderstanding may occur with respect to the individual schedules. The ad valorem equivalent rates in 
the House bill in this summary shows 17.25 per cent for Schedule 4, Wood and manufactures of, and as amended 
by the Committee of the Whole, 0.06 per cent. These percentages obviously do not refer to the ad valorem equiv 
alent rates of duty for the whole schedule, but only for the items which have been the subject of reductions by the 
Committee of the Whole.

The comparison of ad valorem equivalent rates upon all items in the pending bill has been summarized, by 
schedules, in the first table appearing on page 1 of this document (S. Doc. No. 119). •

SUMMARY OF SCHEDULES 1 TO 15

Sched 
ule

1 
2 
3 
4
6e
7
u

1011
12 
13 
M 
16

Title

Wood and manufactures of . ..

Paperi and books
Sundries......................... — ................ — . — . ......

Total.. .......................................................

Value o( Imports, 1028

$18,117,351 
29.761,396 
68,733,404 
18,072,611 

182, 680, M6 
13, 060, 447 
27,403,747
14,314,018 
2,114,910 

27,993.061 
13,849,648
2, Ml, 906 

214, 686, »M
698,«8,27»

11, H, 2007

Equivalent in

Ai pasted by 
lloune ol Hepresentn- 

lives

Pa ctnt 
3Z76 
66.80 
46.03 
17.28 
88.42 

116. M 
20.88

(1>64.,8 
39.23 
72.09 
86.86

W»» 
16.79
61.89

ad valoiem
69

As amended 
hy Senate 
Committee 

of the Whole

J'tr ctnl 
13.37 
51,30 
31.43 

.06 
72.41 
07,14 
8.92 (') 

34.28 
29.67 
67.210*"
20.28 
6.03

38.10

Reduction liy subtrac 
tion

fir ten! 
19.38 
14.30 
13.80 
17.20 
26.01 
18.60 
11.74

(l>,,92 
9.66 

16.48 
6.00

W 4.4. 
11.76
16.69

(,'nlculatcd ui 

Asuatuedby
HOUM OfItenrewnla- 

llvei

«, 279, 201 
10,617,233 
26447,049 
2,000,024 

180,024,814 
16,091 497 
8,874,766

'7,766,882 
829,616 

20,347,710 
9,100,360

737,639 
36,017,447

309,423,628

lountof duty

Ai amended 
by Henate 
Committee 

of the Whole

$2,165,134 
16,261,207 
18,462,276 

6,9(18 
117, 72], 320 
12,678,887 
2,450,383
4,904,691 

627,266 
16,013,479 
8,407,369

804,747 
10,802,969

210,006,646

Koilui-tlon

$3, 12-1, 01)7 
4,266,02A 
7,984,773 
2, KM, 667 

42,301,194 
2, 4 14, (HO
3(,f' 3" 
2,86I,WI 

202,261 
4,334,231 

1192, Ml
I32.7B2 

25,214, 48*

W, 327,0*1

> No reduction.
(107)

o


